The Lady from the Sea of Henrik Ibsen (translated by Michael 

Meyer, with Vanessa Redgrave as Ellida, Pat Hingle as Dr. Wangel, 
John Heffernan as Professor Arnholm, George Ede as Ballested, 
directed by Tony Richardson, Circle in the Square Theatre, F104) 
Acclimatization in a small town in Northern Norway acclimatization 
by necessity Ballested the decorative artist who arrived in town 
seventeen or eighteen years ago with Skive's Dramatic Company 

and who when the company got into difficulties and dispersed re- 
mained and acclimatized himself Ballested the painter of The 
Mermaid's End the mermaid who wandered into the fjord from the 

open sea and who can not find her way out again and who lies dying 
in the brackish water of the fjord (a subject suggested to Ballested 
not surprisingly by Ellida) Ballested the hairdresser Ballested the 
dancing master Ballested the president of the Wind Band Society 
Ballested the tour guide thoroughly acclimatized to the small 

town in Northern Norway acclimatization by default Hans Lyngstrand 
the sculptor who was sent to sea on an American ship following 

the death of his mother and whose ship was wrecked in the English 
Channel (the same ship on board which was second made Friman Alfred 
Johnston from Finmark) and who having remained long in the ice cold 
water before being rescued developed a chest ailment which now 
prevents him from ever going to sea again Hans Lyngstrand happily 
landbound dreaming of creating a sculpture group in which a young 
faithless sailor-wife lies sleeping in strange unrest while her 
drowned husband stands by her bed looking on (Ellida and Friman 
Alfred Johnston it goes without saying) Hans Lyngstrand entirely 
acclimatized to land life acclimatization by choice Ellida Wangel 
the daughter of the lighthouse keeper from Skjoldviken who chooses 
to become a land beast and marries Dr. Wangel Ellida the "Lady 
from the Sea" who when asked by Wangel about what she and Friman 
Alfred Johnston spoke replies "About storms and calm. Of dark 
nights at sea. But we spoke most of the whales, and the dolphins, 
and the seals who lie out there on the rocks in the midday sun. 

And then we spoke of the gulls, and the eagles, and all the other 
sea birds. I think. . . when we talked of such things it seemed 


to me as if both the sea beasts and sea birds were one with him" 


Ellida Dr. Wangel ultimately realizes "belongs to the seafolk" 


seapeople who as Wangel explains to Arnholm are different from 
landpeople "Haven't you noticed that the people from out there by 
the open sea are, in a way, a people apart? It is almost as if 





